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Domestic Violence in Australia.
Executive Summary.
Domestic violence is among leading and common types of assaults in Australia today. Domestic violence remains hidden since it occurs in the context of privacy of the home where no one can attest to the real episode, and those involved tend to be reluctant about speaking out.  Domestic violence does involve not only physical abuse but also a wide domestic of behavior amid husband and a wife (Mulayim et al., 2016). The most pronounced behaviors include; psychological abuse, assault, verbal abuse, sexual abuse, and social and economic abuse among others (Dowling et al., 2018).  However, it has been believed that perpetrators of domestic violence are inhumane, cruel, and more on that, they are stupid, mentally ill, and aggressive. Studies indicate that men are the leading perpetrators of domestic violence in the context of Australia homes (Brown & James, 2014). Domestic violence is majorly perpetrated against women, and to some extent, it affects children.
Background.
Domestic violence occurs whenever a family member or a partner makes an attempt to harm another or physically and psychologically dominate the other. It is commonly pronounced in different forms such as sexual abuse, psychological violence, economic deprivation, intimidation and threats of violence (Francis, 2016).  In Australia, about 20% of the domestic violence ends up unreported; a factor which makes it increasingly hard to measure the extent of the problem. The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) Personal Safety Survey estimated that only 36% of women who actively encountered physical assault by a male perpetrator reported the case. According to the ABS Women Safety Survey, it is estimated that 5.8% of women encountered domestic violence in 2005. Among these, 4.7% were women who had encountered physical violence while 1.6 % accounted from sexual violence.  Francis, (2016), also provided that an average of 129 family homicides every year, 77 of them related to domestic violence and that majority of the homicides occurred after coupes had separated. According to Mulayim et al., (2016), the at-risk populations include pregnant women, children and young people, rural and regional communities, and women from indigenous communities. Domestic violence has a wide array of costs not only to the family but also to the wider society. It causes economic costs, and social and health cost. Different measures have been taken to control this problem; however, it remains persisted.
Purpose and Objectives.
All forms of domestic violence are issues of equal importance.  As such, every form of violence is integral to costs and other negative aspects to the family and the wider society. This report is more specifically oriented to;
i. Identify the ideal causes, effects, and solutions of domestic populations to at-risk groups and the entire society as well. 
ii. Report on the risk factors of domestic violence and why domestic violence in the context of Australia is still prevalent despite the effort to mitigate and possibly kick out of the modern populations.
iii. Define the costs of domestic violence to families and the society at large.  
Research and Practice Review.
Domestic violence is among the leading factors that violate the wellness of modern society in the context of Australia. Current Australia literature in regards to Personal Safety Survey affirms that about one-third of women in Australia have encountered physical violence in a lifetime (Mulayim et al., 2016). According to the Intentional Violence against Women Survey, almost 56% of women reported that they had encountered more than one incidences of domestic violence in the form of physical and sexual violence their life, while 47% with who encountered physical violence. In 2005, the Australia Bureau of Statistics recorded that about 2.1% of women had encountered violence from their current domestic partners, while 14% reported violence with their previous partners (Brown & James, 2014). This literature gives categorical insight that domestic violence in the context of Australia is more pronounced in the form of physical violence and sexual violence (Woodlock, 2017). It has also been estimated that about 20% of women who were physically assaulted by men sought assistance by reporting to the most appropriate authorities in the context of Australia. In this setting, doctors and counselors were found to be the most commonly sought by women for integral assistance. 
According to Criminal Justice Statistics of 2010, the Australia victimization rate for sexual assault had increased to 79.5% victims per every group of 100, 000 persons. The leading victimization was subjected to teenagers who accounted for 40% in relation to other crimes (Woodlock, 2017). Literature from the age demographics for victims of sexual assault illustrates the proliferation, prevalence, and incidences of sexual assault against younger persons were 40% of all sexual assault victims in 2009-2010. According to O’Connor & Colucci, (2016), the incidence of sexual assault had declined by 11% to those aged between 25 to 43 years. In regards to Australia States and Territories data, sexual assaults were more prevalent to the non-aboriginal populations, and this accounted to 19% of the overall victimizations reported in 2010 where parties reported being victimized by strangers (Ridani et al., 2015). Also, there was 10% of the aboriginal victimization.
Current domestic violence statistics in Australia affirms that domestic violence is still so high despite the effort to control (O’Connor & Colucci, 2016). It has been confirmed that 1 in 4 women have encountered emotional abuse by a current and former partner since the age of 15 years. In addition to this, 1 in 5 women and 1 in 2 women have experienced sexual violence and sexual harassment respectively. On average, 1 to 2 women every week are murdered by their close partner before or after separation. Australia Bureau of Statistics (2017) informs that 40% of women tend to encounter persistent violence from their partners while temporarily separated. More importantly, 1 in 6 women has been found to have encountered stalking in their life.  
Statistics show that domestic violence has multiple negative impacts on women's health in both immediate and long-term; tending to continue even when the relationship has ended. One Australia study established that intimate partner violence was the leading facilitator of death, illnesses as well as disability amid Victorian women aged between 15 to 44 years.  According to ABS, (2017), domestic violence immediate effects on women include homicides, miscarriage, vision loss, hearing loss, physical injuries and sexually transmitted diseases (Ridani et al., 2015). From the long-term perspective, domestic violence has been found to the leading cause of depression, suicide, alcohol and substance misuse, seizures, and gynecological problems among others. 
Scholars have defined that there is no genuine cause of domestic violence. Many men claim that domestic violence is a form of controlling anger.  It is also mythical that domestic violence is a means of punishing and rectifying wanting behaviors in women. More than often, the proliferation of domestic violence has been due to increased drug abuse in the context of Australia; a factor which makes most men unable to control their anger in the right way (Ridani et al., 2015). Literature also asserts that domestic violence has become a culture and hence major of men find no harm in abusing their women. Rigidity in anti-violence laws; as such, the majority of the violence governing laws have been outdated, and hence they do not govern the emerging forms of violence in the context of Australia. According to Domestic Violence Prevention Center, the combined health, administration as well as social welfare costs of violence against women have been valued to be over $21.3 billion a year in the context of Australia (Ridani et al., 2015). It further endorses that failure to take extensive action against this crime and to safeguard the wellness of women, will lead to accumulated cost in the next five to ten years. According to Ridani et al., (2015), increased tolerance for domestic violence will possibly violate the wellness of our community.  With the current trend in Australia, there will be an increased number of single-parent families come in the year 2022. With this speculation, it is right to comprehend the effects of single parenting and how this would violate our wellness. It has been recommended that Australia should adopt different support lines to relieve women, young people and the non-aboriginal populations from all specs of domestic violence.
Crime Prevention Proposal.
Crime prevention and safety is a core factor that needs to be effected well in the context of Australia.  In this regard, it is important to value effective prevention initiatives for the collective alleviation of domestic violence in Australia. One of the most appropriate crime prevention mechanisms that can be implemented is policy control. The government of Australia should consider amendment of effective public policies that will seek to restore and strengthen the dignity of women in the wider Australia society (García-Moreno et al., 2015). It will also help in governing the relationship between men and women. This crime prevention requires strong support from the public policymakers who have the due authority to present the crime prevention bills and fight for their amendment. Juries have a core role in this crime control option in serving the government with accurate data on the prevalence and the common types of domestic violence as well as the most pronounced settings in which they tend to take place. To enhance the efficiency of policy control, policymakers and jurors will have to define the ideal causes and effects of domestic crime categorically; a factor which will give orientation for the proposed policies. However, it might be expensive to enact and adhere to the amended control policies since they need to be complemented with other control measures such as reinforcements.
Another crime prevention initiative is through community outreach. The alleviation of domestic violence in Australia requires effective advocacy as well as continuous public education. Arguably, public education would help in realizing the change in the culture of bullying as well as sexually harassing women; a factor which perpetuates violence against women and young people (García-Moreno et al., 2015). Community outreach in the context of Australia could be attained by establishing the ability of community-based advocates to address the issue of domestic violence. In this preventive crime platform, the community-based advocates will  raise awareness  at the community  level by sharing the knowledge as well as  sharing some of the knowledge  needed to avail primary interventions to abusive relationships  via  awareness,  more  importantly, the is need to integrate community outreach with other programs such as HIV/AIDS and youth advocacy to grand community-based advocates with a developed  ability to work against domestic violence (Dowling et al., 2018). In this setting, community-based advocates will be able to educate the public on the causes and effects of domestic violence. More preventively, they will form a basis for instilling public knowledge on the signs of domestic violence and how to avoid them in advance.  This initiative should be complemented with collective training for the community-based advocates to have sufficient literature to the trends of domestic violence. Community outreach might be risky due to the resistant nature of some modern societies in Australia
Perpetrators’ rehabilitation is another crime prevention mechanism. This practice will be effective in deterring the cost of domestic violence. As evident, domestic violence is prone to health effects and hence failure to control the perpetrators will possibly change our culture thus leading to proliferation of mistreatment amid women and young people. Rehabilitation will be collectively supported by doctors and professional counselors. However, rehabilitation might be subject to wastage of rejection since some crime oriented men are not responsive to pieces of advice.
Evaluation.
Evaluation phase is paramount in every control or prevention strategy (Dowling et al., 2018). In this setting, it would be important to cross-examine the effectiveness of the proposed crime control measures immediately after implementation. The first evaluation mechanism would be carrying out a comparative analysis amid the current and the prevailing domestic violence data. This initiative will help to keep track of the trend in relation to the implemented strategies; public policy, community outreach as and rehabilitation. This role will be performed by the Australia Bureau of Statistics. A comparative record will be maintained and updated after every three months; a factor which will help in emphasizing zero tolerance on domestic violence in Australia. 
In regards to rehabilitation, the effectiveness will be measured in regards to the acceptability of the associated education programs to the batters. More often, the professional counselors will assess the change in pattern regarding intervals and number of offenses committed (García-Moreno et al., 2015). Then, there is a significantly reduced data concerning the number of domestic violence, and then the process of rehabilitation will be deemed right for intervening the lingering domestic violence.  Similar to this, data on the number of offenses presented to the court will also be assessed to define the effectiveness rehabilitation (Mulayim et al., 2016). More importantly, professional counselors will have to keep on track change in behavior patterns of the susceptible criminals. Significantly changes behavior will serve as an indicator of the effectiveness of rehabilitation in regard to ensuring knowledge and skills in detecting signs of crime and taking initiatives to prevent.
Finally, a follow-up activity essential in evaluating the effectiveness of policy control as well as that of community outreach should be implemented (García-Moreno et al., 2015).  As outlined, public policy will emphasize on the importance of good men and women relationship in the context of partnership. Community outreach, on the other hand, gives much concern to public literacy on the causes, effect, and solutions of domestic violence. In this setting, follow-up activities will be essential in elaborating the effectiveness of the endorsed policies and how well the public has captured the concepts of public policy and public education. 
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